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June 27, 2007 -- For Immediate Release
KNOXVILLE, TN – The American Symphony Orchestra League (ASOL) awarded the Knoxville Symphony Orchestra (KSO) with a Bank of America Award for Excellence in Orchestra Education on Friday, June 22.  The award was accepted by KSO Music Director Lucas Richman and Education and Outreach Director Jennifer Barnett at the ASOL National Conference in Nashville, TN.  The 2006 Bank of America award honors excellence in programs in partnership with community organizations.  Along with the Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra, the KSO was one of only two orchestras to receive this national award.  
The KSO received the award for its Music and Wellness program which Maestro Lucas Richman introduced during the 2003-04 season to explore the ways that music has a positive impact on patients in a healthcare setting.  KSO quartets performed programs in hospital waiting areas, in the playroom of the East Tennessee Children’s Hospital, at the Wellness Community and at the Tennessee School for the Deaf.  In subsequent years the KSO formed additional partnerships with Knoxville’s chapter of the Susan G. Komen Breast Cancer Foundation and the University of Tennessee Medical Center (UTMC). 
(more)
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Through UTMC, KSO musicians now make regular visits to the Cancer Institute and the Heart, Lung and Vascular Unit.  The Music and Wellness program has since expanded to eighteen individual programs serving more than 750 patients and family members annually.  Additionally, the program offers professional development for the KSO musicians performing in the healthcare environment.  To date the Knoxville Symphony Orchestra has the only established Music and Wellness program in the country.
“We're very honored to be recognized for a program which has been embraced whole-heartedly by the healthcare organizations in our community,” Richman says.  “I'm

especially proud of the musicians involved and hope that they might serve as an inspiration and model for their colleagues around the country who might also bring the healing power of music to those who are in need.”
Formally established in 1935, the KSO consists of 84 virtuoso musicians under the leadership of Maestro Lucas Richman.  The symphony performs more than 250 times each year throughout the region to a total audience of more than 160,000.

For more information regarding the KSO, or the Bank of America Award for Excellence in Orchestra Education, please call 865-521-2317 or visit www.knoxvillesymphony.com.  
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